“Start Acting Like Children”
Mark 9:33-37; 10:13-16

I choose to esteem
others above myself.
“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility
value others above yourselves, not looking to your
own interests but each of
you to the interests of the
others.”

9:33 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the
house, he asked them, “What were you arguing about on

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills
by noting the following:

the road?” 34 But they kept quiet because on the way they

•

Circle “the house” in 9:33.

had argued about who was the greatest.

•

Box “but” indicating contrast in vv. 34, 37.

•

Box “because” indicating reason in v. 34.

said, “Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last,

•

Circle “servant” in v. 35.

and the servant of all.”

•

Highlight Jesus’ words in v. 35.

•

Circle “little child” in v. 36.

Taking the child in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever

•

Circle “welcome/s” in v. 37.

welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes

•

Bracket “in my name” in v. 37.

•

Box “but” indicating contrast in 10:13.

•

Circle “indignant” in v. 14.

•

Box “such as” indicating comparison in v. 14.

•

Box “like” indicating comparison in v. 15.

35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and

36 He took a little child whom he placed among them.

me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but
the one who sent me.”

10:13 People were bringing little children to Jesus for
him to place his hands on them, but the disciples rebuked
them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said
to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not

What one word would you use to describe the TONE of
this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.)

hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as
these. 15 Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the
kingdom of God like a little child will never enter

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage?

it.” 16 And he took the children in his arms, placed his
hands on them and blessed them
?

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one
word. If you were going to describe these verses, you
might say, “This text is about ________________.”

On 9:33-37
1. Explain the point of Jesus’ question to the disciples (v. 33). Did he not know what they were arguing about?

2. Explain why they did not answer.

3. Their debate is as absurd as it is inappropriate in light of what Jesus tells them passing through Galilee (v. 31).
How so?

4. Jesus stands the definition of “greatest” (v. 34) on its head. Explain.

5. Jesus isn’t talking about “children’s ministry” in v. 37, is he? Put his point in your words.

On 10:13-16
6. The disciples rebuke people who are trying to bring little children to Jesus. What are they thinking?

7. The kingdom of God belongs to people “such as these” children (v. 15). How so?

8. To “receive (passive) the kingdom of God,” one must receive it “like a little child” (v. 15). Explain the point of
the comparison.

9. Taking “the children in his arms” is a parabolic act. What truth does it illustrate?

10. Discussion: Children play a prominent role in both 9:33-37 and 10:13-16. What is it about children that is
relevant to both passages?

The two passages, Mark 9:33-37, describing events
that take place at Capernaum in Galilee, and 10:13-16,
describing events that take place in Perea across the
Jordan from Judea, are linked by their references to
children. In the first, Jesus takes a little child in his
arms to teach the disciples what it means to be “the
servant of all” (v. 35). In the second, he takes children
in his arms to teach them who will “receive the kingdom of God” (v. 15). In order to understand the comparison Jesus employs in each passage, the reader
needs to understand how children were viewed in Jesus’ day. With regard to the first, one commentator
explains: “His culture had no romanticized notions
about children. They were not regarded as especially
obedient, trusting, simple, innocent, pure, unselfconscious, or humble” (David E. Garland, The NIV Application Commentary: Mark, 367). So Jesus does not
have any of these traits in mind in his comparison.
With regard to the second, he adds: “Childlikeness
does not refer to any supposedly inherent qualities that
children are said to possess, such as humility, trustfulness, transparency, hopefulness, modesty, or willingness to believe (see comments on 9:36-37). Children
can also be demanding, short-tempered, sulky, stubborn, thankless, and selfish” (Garland, 381). So Jesus
does not have any of these traits in mind in his comparison either. Two things about children in that day
are relevant to what Jesus has to say. First, children are
seen as insignificant, having no social status; far from
being the greatest, they are the least in society. Second,
children are utterly dependent upon their parents; far
from being self-reliant, they must receive from their
parents.
The first incident follows Jesus’ second prediction
of his coming death and resurrection (9:31). This time
he adds that he “is going to be delivered into the hands
of men” who will kill him. The disciples do not understand what Jesus means but are afraid to ask. Perhaps
they do know, but choose to live in denial. Mark’s
readers know that Judas will turn Jesus over to the
Jerusalem authorities (14:10, 43-53), and the Jewish
authorities will turn Jesus over to the Roman governor
Pontius Pilate (15:1, 10), who has the political authority
to indict Jesus on a death-penalty charge and to carry
out the execution. God, of course, is the one who will
deliver Jesus into their bloodthirsty hands. Ironically,
rather than debate the implications of Jesus’ prediction,
they choose to debate who is the greatest. Apparently,
they are filled with visions of kingdom grandeur. As
the commentator above observes: “The picture Mark
presents has tragic-comic dimensions. Jesus walks
ahead in silence on his way to his sacrificial death

while his straggling disciples push and shove, trying
to establish the order of the procession behind
him” (Garland, 367). Jesus uses their argument to
teach them about true greatness evident in selfless
service to all, and in so doing, he stands their definition of greatness on its head (cf., 10:45). Sitting down
to teach, he paradoxically says, “Anyone who wants to
be first, must be the very last,” much as he also says,
“Whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and the gospel, will save
it” (8:35). To illustrate his point, he takes a little child
in his arms. Children had no power, no status, and
few rights in that culture, and yet, Jesus gives this little
one his undivided attention. Jesus’ point is simply this:
If you want to be great in the kingdom, shower your
attention on those who are generally regarded as insignificant. Selflessly serve the poor and powerless,
lonely and languished—not just the rich and powerful.
The second incident, follows Jesus’ journey from
Galilee, to Perea across the Jordan from Judea. The
crowds who gather to see and hear him try to bring
children to him so he can place his hands on them and
bless them. But the in the words of the commentator
above, the disciples “act like truculent bouncers”
(Garland, 381) in an effort to keep them at bay. After
all, Jesus has more important things to do and more
important people to meet; he has no time to waste on
children—or so they thought. What the disciples are
doing rubs Jesus the wrong way. He’s indignant and
tells them, “Let the little children come to me, and do
not hinder them” (10:14). And he explains why: “For
the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” The
words “such as” indicate comparison, implying the
kingdom of God belongs to people like these children.
So what’s the point of the comparison? How are kingdom people like children? He goes on to explain that
kingdom people receive the kingdom from God. They
receive it solely because God graciously gives it to them.
Those who will not receive it, but instead try to acquire
it through their own effort, will never enter it. Then
Jesus takes children in his arms to illustrate his point,
and without a moment’s hesitation, he does more than
the crowd asks. He doesn’t merely touch the children;
he actually picks them up and takes them in his arms.
And he blesses them using the intensive form of the
verb only found here in the New Testament. His point
is simple. Just as children are completely dependent
upon their parents, so also are those who enter the
kingdom completely dependent upon God. Kingdom
people receive the kingdom just as children receive
gifts. And because all people enter the kingdom the
same way, none are to be discriminated against when
it comes to service ( cf., Ac 6:1-6).

v. 33 house
“Jesus returned ‘to Capernaum,’ evidently after several months of absence.
This was His last recorded activity there” (Thomas L.
Constable, “Notes on Mark,” 2020 ed., 198, planobiblechapel.org/tcon/notes/pdf/mark.pdf).
“Capernaum has been previously mentioned in 1:21
and 2:1 . . . The [oikia] ‘house’ to which Jesus and the
disciples came may have been Peter’s (as in 1:21; cf.
Taylor, 404)” (Craig A. Evans, Word Biblical Commentary,
vol. 34B, Mark 8:27-16:20, 50).
v. 35 first
“In the Jewish culture of
this period, [protos] ‘first’ meant rulers, aristocrats, ruling priests, and other persons of authority and influence
(cf. Luke 19:47; Acts 25:2; 28:17; Josephus, Ant. 11.5.3
§§140-412; 18.3.3 §§63-64; 18.5.3 §121). Thus, to be
[eschatos] ‘last,’ and [diakonos] ‘servant,’ was to be someone with no rank, no authority, no privilege—a status
that humans ordinarily did not covet. But to be first in
the kingdom of God (not mentioned but clearly implied) that Jesus proclaimed, one must seek to serve”
(Evans, 61).
v. 35 servant
“The Greek word for
servant, diakonos, describes someone who serves willingly. It does not describe the servile status of such a
person, which doulos (slave) suggests” (Constable, 199).
“The word servant (and ‘serve’) speaks of a person who
has been commissioned for a task by a superior who
gives to the diakonos any necessary rights and authority
that he needs in order to fulfil the assignment given to
him, and who is obligated to carry out the assignment
according to the rules, quickly and reliably (Hentschel,
Diakonia, p. 86) . . . In this context, the word all in the
phrase servant of all is not primarily the other disciples
but all people without exception, the people whom they
‘fish’ for the kingdom of God (1:17), and all who follow
Jesus” (Eckhard J. Schnabel, Mark, TNTC, 222).
v. 36 little child
“Jesus does not set up
the child as a model to be imitated, for his culture had
no romanticized notions about children. There were not
regard as especially obedient, trusting, simple, innocent,
pure, unself-conscious, or humble. The point of comparison is the insignificance of the child on the honor scale.
The child had no power, no status, and few rights. A
child was dependent, vulnerable, entirely subject to the
authority of the father; yet Jesus chooses such a one to
represent those who are needy and lowly” (David E.
Garland, The NIV Application Commentary: Mark, 367).
“A child was the least significant person in Jewish and
in Greco-Roman culture. By using ‘a child’ as His object
lesson, Jesus was saying that service involves caring
.

The same Aramaic word means both ‘child’ and
‘servant’ (Constable, 199).
v. 37 welcomes
“To welcome (or
‘receive’) a child means treating the child as significant
rather than ignoring the child or chasing him or her
away . . . Jesus challenges the disciples, each of whom he
has commissioned to be ‘the servant of all’ (v. 35), to
treat all of his followers as significant, especially those
who are regarded as lowly and insignificant. This is why
arguments about who is the greatest are absurd”
(Schnabel, 223). “Children were held in little regard in
late antiquity. Listening to ‘children’s talk’ was thought
to be a waste of time (m. ‘Abot 3:11) . . . Being a servant
means that one will receive a child (for the proud and
haughty would have not time for a child) . . . One who
receives a child in Jesus’ name receives Jesus; and in
receiving Jesus one in reality has received the one who
sent him” (Evans, 61, 62).
v. 37 in my name
“The phrase in my
name may refer to acting on the authority of Jesus (thus
the use of the phrase in vv. 38-41), but probably has here
the broader sense of ‘doing as I would do’ (France, p.
374)” (Schnabel, 223).
10:14 indignant
“Mark's account of
this incident is very similar to Matthew's. However,
Mark alone noted that Jesus became ‘indignant’ (Gr.
eganaktesen) when He learned that ‘the disciples’ were
discouraging those who ‘were bringing’ the ‘children
(Gr. paidia) [any child from infancy to about twelve years
of age] to Him.’ This is the only time that the Gospel
writers used this strong verb of the Lord (cf. Matt. 20:24;
21:15; 26:8; Mark 10:41; 14:4; Luke 13:14; 2 Cor. 7:11)”
(Constable, 211).
v. 14 such as these
Children can only
receive what is given to them by their parents; they have
no way to earn or otherwise obtain for themselves.
“They represent the kind of people to whom the kingdom of God belongs—those who come in utter dependence upon God, including especially those who are vulnerable and socially marginalized” (Schnabel, 237).
v. 14 like a little child
“Just as children are
completely dependent upon their parents, so receiving
the kingdom of God requires utter dependence on
God” (Schnabel. 237). “They are to receive the kingdom
like children receive a gift” (Robert H. Stein, Mark,
BECNT, 463-64).

Disciples achieve greatness in the kingdom through selfless service to all, recognizing all
enter the kingdom the same way, namely, through total dependence upon God.

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life)

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. Answer the questions below as personally as you can.
1. What does this passage teach me about God?

2. What does this passage teach me about myself?

3. What does this passage lead me to do?

Are your kids incredibly inquisitive? Do they wonder about everything they see all day long? When my sister was young, it was like she was incapable of talking without posing a question at the end of her thought. We
actually gave her a question limit every day because it became overwhelming to try and have an answer for everything her mind was curious about. This curiosity, though, is one of the best things about her and about kids in
general. They want to understand everything their eyes see, and this is a sweet way the Lord can be made
known to them. These questions come out of a curious spirit that we as adults need to work to cultivate in ourselves. We should never lose this wonder and curiosity that kids have for who the Lord is and about the world
he has created. Even amongst the chaos of daily life, we should seek to notice the little things that encompass
kids’ brains. This reminds us of our God, grows our faith, and builds our trust in God. Kids have a special blessing in having this come to them so easily, and it is why Jesus calls the disciples to it. We have to work to have a
childlike faith, but when we perceive the world through the eyes of a child, our faith may be strengthened. Ask
your child today what they think of God, or even what they are wondering about. Use their eyes to help refocus
your own and learn from them. They have a lot to say and can teach you a great deal!

Read Mark 9:33-37; 10:13-16.
1. What is Jesus’ response to the
disciples when they are arguing
over who is the greatest?
2. Who does Jesus want brought
to Him in 10:14?

Jesus greatly values the faith
that children have. How is your
faith different than your parents? How can you teach others
around you about God because
of your special faith?

3. What does Jesus warn disciples of in verse 15?

I pay attention to what God thinks is important for my life.

“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.”
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______ I completed my Bible Study
______ I memorized this week’s verse
______ I brought my Bible to church
______ I brought a friend

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has
the right to command my belief and action.
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16)
I believe the church is God's primary way to
accomplish His purposes on earth today.
Eternity (John 14:1-4)
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and
to establish His eternal kingdom.
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9)
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,
converts and changes me as a child of God.
Humanity (John 3:16)
I believe all people are loved by God and need
Jesus Christ as their Savior.
Identity in Christ (John 1:12)
I believe I am significant because of my
position as a child of God.
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4)
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who
became man, died for sinners and rose from the
dead.
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24)
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and
have been redeemed to participate in His Kingdom purposes for His glory.
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2)
I believe God is involved in and cares about my
daily life.
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9)
I believe a person comes into a right relationship with God by His grace, through faith in
Jesus Christ.

Love (1 John 4:10-12)
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and
forgive others.
Joy (John 15:11)
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite
of my circumstances.
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7)
I am free from anxiety because things are right
between God, myself and others.
Patience (Proverbs 14:29)
I take a long time to overheat and endure patiently under the unavoidable pressures of life.
Kindness/Goodness
I choose to do the right things in my relationships with others

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4)
I have established a good name with God and
with others based on my long-term loyalty to
those relationships.
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5)
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in
dealing with others.
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13)
I have the power, through Christ, to control
myself.
Grace (Colossians 3:13)
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and generosity to others, even when they have offended
me.
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5)
I have a growing anticipation of God’s promises and my secure eternity with Him.
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4)
I choose to esteem others above myself.

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12)
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and
to find direction for my daily life.
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47)
I fellowship with other Christians to accomplish God's purposes in my life, others' lives,
and in the world.
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4)
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost
in my community.
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2)
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices
in others to encourage their spiritual growth
in Christ.
Evangelism (Acts 1:8)
I share Jesus with others through personal
proclamation and demonstration of the
gospel.
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11)
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s
purposes.
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20)
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request
before Him and to find direction for my daily
life.
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33)
I focus on God and His priorities for my life.
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6)
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accomplish God's purposes.
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7)
I worship God for who He is and what He has
done for me.
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