
 

“Turning a Blind Eye” 
Mark 9:42-50 

 

 

I am free from anxiety 
because things are right 

between God, myself 
and others. 

 

“Do not be anxious about 

anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiv-

ing, present your requests 
to God. And the peace of 

God, which transcends all 
understanding, will 

guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ 

Jesus.”  



 

Read in another translation 

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• In the margin next to verse 42 write, “Cf., v. 37.” 

• Circle “little ones” in v. 42. 

• Circle “stumble” in v. 42. 

• Circle “large millstone” in v. 42. 

• Box “better” indicating comparison in vv. 42, 43, 45, 
47. 

• Bracket “enter life” in vv. 43, 45 and “enter the 
kingdom of God” in v. 47. 

• Underline “hell” in vv. 43, 45, 47. 

• Highlight v. 49. 

• Box “but” indicating contrast in v. 50. 

• Highlight v. 50b. 

 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 

this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

 

?  

 

 

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Explain the relationship of verse 42 to verse 37.            

 

 

2. If the reference to “little ones” in verse 42 is the same as the reference to “little children” in verse 37, to whom does 
“little ones” refer? 

 

 

3. The verb translated “stumble” in verse 42 (see note) is the same verb translated “fall away” in 14:27. Put what it 
means in your own words.          

 

 

4. The word “better” indicates comparison in verse 42. Explain the comparison by explaining what is better than what 
and what you infer from it. 

 

 

 

5. 
 

 

 

6. How exactly do disciples cause other disciples to stumble today? 

 

 

7. Jesus’ use hyperbole in verses 43-47 suggests he doesn’t expect his disciples to literally mutilate their bodies in order 
to keep themselves from stumbling, right? If not, what does his figurative language mean? 

 

 

8. Explain the three comparisons in verses 43-47 by identifying what is better than what in each case. 

 

 

9. If it’s better to enter life, namely, the kingdom of God (v. 47), maimed than to enter hell whole, it must be better to 
sacrifice whatever you must to follow Jesus than to what?  

 

 

10 If salt alludes to purification and fire alludes to judgment, what does verse 49 mean? 

 

 

11. Discussion: If “saltiness” alludes to the essential trait of salt, talk about what “have salt” or saltiness among disci-
ples means in verse 50.   





v. 42 Cf., v. 37     It appears that John 
interrupts Jesus (see “little children” in v. 37) to inform 
him that the disciples told an unnamed exorcist to cease 
and desist (v. 38). Jesus then picks up where he left off 
(see “one of these little ones” in v. 42) after correcting 
John. Some commentators, however, link verse 42 to 
verse 41 based on the repetition of “anyone”—
“whoever” in other translations (e.g., ESV, HCSB). 
“Thus it functions as a parallel statement to 9:41, mak-
ing 9:41-42 into an example of antithetical parallelism 
that compares the blessing that awaits those who show 
kindness to those who follow Jesus (9:41) with the 
warning of the horrible judgment that awaits those who 
harm them (9:42)” (Robert H. Stein, Mark, BECNT, 447; 
see also William L. Lane, The Gospel According to Mark, 
NICNT, 345).  

v. 42 little ones . . .     “. . . who believe in 
me,” that is, “lowly disciples, including children, who 
are immature in the faith” (John D. Grassmick, “Mark” in 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary: New Testament, 147, 
italics added). “Probably Jesus used the little child pre-
sent to illustrate or represent a childlike disciple (vv. 36-
37; cf. Matt. 18:3-14)” (Thomas L. Constable, “Notes on 
Mark,” 2020 ed., 202, italics added, planobiblechap-
el.org/tcon/notes/pdf/mark. pdf). “The expression 
little ones denotes disciples, probably an allusion to their 
weakness which invites others to cause them to stum-
ble” (Eckhard J. Schnabel, Mark, TNTC, 226, italics add-
ed). Contra these citations, the allusion is more likely to 
the insignificance rather than the immaturity of these dis-
ciples.  

v. 42 stumble       Cf., “causes . . . to 
sin” (ESV, NET); “causes . . . to fall away” (CSB); 
“causes the downfall” (HCSB). Cf., note on Mark 14:27, 
“You will all fall away. Not that the disciples will lose 
their faith in Jesus but that their courage will fail, and 
they will forsake him (see note on Mt 26:31)” (The NIV 
Study Bible).   

v. 42 large millstone        “The [mulos onikos] 
‘millstone’ (lit. a ‘donkey[-driven] millstone’) of which 
Jesus speaks is much larger than the stones of the com-
mon handmills. The latter would be more than heavy 
enough to take one to the bottom quickly; the heavier 
stone would sink one like an anchor” (Craig A. Evans, 
Word Biblical Commentary, vol 34B, Mark 8:27-16:20, 70). 

v. 42 better      Jesus repeatedly 
gives hypothetical examples using comparison and hyper-
bole to emphasize the seriousness of causing others to 
“stumble,” that is, to discourage or impede others from 
following Jesus as his disciples. 

v. 42 enter life     Jesus equates entering 
life with entering the kingdom of God rather than enter-
ing or going to heaven. “To enter life and to enter the 
kingdom of God is, in Jesus’ parlance, to speak of the 
same thing” (Evans, 71).       

v. 43 hell       “The Greek word 
geenna (‘Gehenna,’ trans. ‘hell’) is transliterated from 
two Hebrew words meaning “Valley of Hinnom,’ a 
place south of Jerusalem where children were once sacri-
ficed to the pagan god Molech (2 Chron. 28:3; 33:6; Jer. 
7:31; 19:5-6; 32:35). Later, during the reforms of Josiah (2 
Kings 23:10) the site became Jerusalem’s refuse dump 
where fires burned continually to consume regular de-
posits of worm-infested garbage. In Jewish thought the 
imagery of fire and worms vividly portrayed the place 
of future eternal punishment for the wicked (cf. the 
apocryphal of Judith 16:17 and Ecclesiasticus 7:17). Jesus 
used the word geenna in 11 of its 12 New Testament oc-
currences (the one exception is James 3:6)”  
(Grassmick, 147). “‘Unquenchable fire’ must mean eter-
nal. External ‘fire’ and internal ‘worms’ are Old Testa-
ment pictures of destruction (cf. Isa. 66:24). Thus gehenna 
became a picture of the place of eternal punishment 
(Enoch 27:2; 90:26), not annihilation” (Constable, 204). 

vv. 44, 46       Some manuscripts 
repeat the words of verse 48 in these verses (cf., NKJV).  

v. 49 everyone     Everyone who enters 
hell, every believer who lives in a hostile world, or abso-
lutely everyone? The second interpretation seems more 
likely to me. “It is best to interpret this verse as a refer-
ence to the purifying experiences of Christians (contra 
Gundry 1993:515, 527) in their journey to life/the king-
dom of God (Hooker 1991:233; Evans 2001: 73). These 
experiences may involve persecution (Nauck 1952: 171-
74; Reploh 1969: 154 McDonald 1980: 175), for ‘fire’ is 
often a metaphor for persecution ( 1 Pet. 1:7; 4:12; Rev/ 
3:18) . . . The passive ‘will be salted’ (halisthēsetai) may be 
a divine passive. If so, it means that in God’s permissive 
will, such experiences are allowed to occur (Nauck 1952: 
173) and that in them God works for the believer’s ulti-
mate good (Rom. 8:28)” (Stein, 450). 

v. 50 salt        Once salt loses its dis-
tinctive tang and neither seasons nor preserves, it’s 
worthless. “In Palestine ‘saltless [analon] salt,’ often a 
mixture of salt and impurities such as gypsum, was 
mined from the dead Sea and frequently appeared as 
perfectly good salt (Hooker 1991: 233). Yet such ‘saltless 
salt’ was worse than useless, for it was not only unusa-
ble but also presented a disposal problem (Luke 14:34-
35)” (Stein, 450).   



           

Following Jesus as his disciple is the Main Thing, so disciples must neither lead others  

away from following him nor be led away from following him themselves. 
 
 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

There are a multitude of obvious sins in our life, but one that really gets me is apathy. Admittedly, I am more 
apt to shrug my shoulders indifferently when I find myself in a bit of a relational slump with Jesus. I’m less like-
ly to be concerned for a suffering neighbor, willing to serve my community or even be in relationship with oth-
ers. This sin snowballs into causing others to stumble. After all, when we don’t open our Bible, downsize church 
to a low priority, or go weeks without prayer, what happens to our family? (Umm, please don’t try this experi-
ment. I promise it will be bad.) How do we personally get out of this slump and spur on our children so they are 
to not apathetic or indifferent to God’s Word? One step at a time! Begin with prayer. Confess this sin and ask 
God to help you step out of indifference into the vibrant relationship He called you to (Jn 10:10). Make it fun. 
We always want to have a high view of God, but never forget He has a sense of humor. Enjoy silly dinnertime 
questions – does God have a big toe, why did God create mosquitos – that lead to deeper and more meaningful 
discussions. Remember God’s goodness. Keep a journal available to each family member listing all the ways 
God has blessed you. Serve. It’s impossible not to be thankful for what you have while serving others. Worship. 
There’s something about family worship that draws your hearts together while simultaneously toward God. We 
are praying your family has a vibrant relationship with the One who loves you deeply. 

 I believe God wants me to glorify Him in all I say and do. 
 

“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers  
in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.”  

Read Mark 9:42-50. 
 
1. What does Jesus say would be 
better for someone who causes a 
little one to stumble? 

2. From this story, how does Je-
sus feel about sin? 

3. What does having salt among 
other believers bring? 

Jesus says in three examples to 
remove sin by cutting it off. Do 
you have some sin that needs to 
be removed? What will you do 
to remove that sin from your 
life?  

With a parent’s help, make pop-
corn the old-fashioned way. 
Isn’t it super cool how it grows 
from small kernels to a huge 
pot of popcorn? Taste some un-
salted popcorn. Now put some 
salt on and taste again. What do 
you think the difference is?  



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) for 12 years 
before accepting the position of 
Spiritual Formation Pastor at Cen-
tral Bible Church in 1998. He and 
his wife Ruth have one son, Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have four children: Elijah, Levi, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2020 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


