
 

(p. 9). 
After closely examining four other passag-

es on the matter from both the Old and New 
Testaments, they came to a number of conclu-
sions. Here are a select few of them: 

made 
before God” (John D. Grassmick, “Mark” in 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary: New Testa-
ment, 149). 

 

“Jesus on Divorce” 
Mark 10:1-12 

 

 

I have established a 
good name with      

God and with others 
based on my long-term     

loyalty to those        
relationships. 

 
“Let love and faithful-

ness never leave you; bind 
them around your 

neck, write them on the 
tablet of your heart.  Then 
you will win favor and a 
good name in the sight of 

God and man.”  



1 Jesus then left that place and went into the region of 

Judea and across the Jordan. Again crowds of people came to 

him, and as was his custom, he taught them. 

2 Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is it 

lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 

3 “What did Moses command you?” he replied. 

4 They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate 

of divorce and send her away.” 

5 “It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote 

you this law,” Jesus replied. 6 “But at the beginning of crea-

tion God ‘made them male and female.’ 7 ‘For this reason a 

man will leave his father and mother and be united to his 

wife, 8 and the two will become one flesh.’ So they are no 

longer two, but one flesh. 9 Therefore what God has joined 

together, let no one separate.” 

10 When they were in the house again, the disciples asked 

Jesus about this. 11 He answered, “Anyone who divorces his 

wife and marries another woman commits adultery against 

her. 12 And if she divorces her husband and marries another 

man, she commits adultery.” 

 

Read Matthew 19:1-9 

1Now when Jesus had finished these sayings, he went 

away from Galilee and entered the region of Judea beyond the 

Jordan. 2 And large crowds followed him, and he healed them 

there. 

3 And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by ask-

ing, “Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any cause?” 4 He 

answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from 

the beginning made them male and female, 5 and 

said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother 

and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one 

flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two but one flesh. What there-

fore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 7 They 

said to him, “Why then did Moses command one to give a 

certificate of divorce and to send her away?” 8 He said to 

them, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you 

to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not 

so. 9 And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for 

sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery.” 

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• Circle “that place” in v. 1. 

• Underline “across the Jordan” in v. 1. 

• Circle “tested” in v. 2. 

• Highlight v. 4.  

• Circle “hard” in v. 5. 

• Box “but” indicating contrast in v. 6. 

• Circle “be united” in v. 7. 

• Circle “one flesh” in v. 8. 

• Box “therefore” indicating reason in v. 9. 

• Bracket “against her” in v. 10. 

• Bracket “if she divorces her husband” in v. 11. 

 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 

this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

 

?  

 

 

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Jesus was in Perea, an area in the region of Judea on the east side of the Jordan ruled by Herod Antipas. So 
what? (Read 6:14-29.)             

 

 

 

2. “Crowds gathered to him again. And again, as was his custom, he taught them” (ESV). Explain what you infer 
from the repeated use of “again” (v. 2; cf., 9:30-31).  

 

 

 

3. The Pharisee’s question is hostile. How so?          

 

 

4. Why did the Pharisees believe it was lawful for a man to divorce his wife?  

 

 

5. Does Deuteronomy 24:1-4 actually declare divorce to be lawful? Explain. 

 

 

 

6. Put what verse 5 means in your own words. 

 

 

7. Verse 7 reads, “for this reason.” What reason? 

 

 

8. Describe God’s intention for marriage and how it is illustrated. 

 

 

 

9. Verses 11 and 12 contain two revolutionary ideas implied by the words “against her” and “if she divorces.” 
What are they? 

 

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about unanswered questions you might have after reading this passage  





v. 1 that place     “The phrase that 
place (lit. ‘from there’) seems to refer back to the last 
specific location mentioned, Capernaum (9:33)”  
(Eckhard J. Schnabel, Mark, TNTC, 231). 

v. 1 across the Jordan   Rather than follow 
the traditional route south that circumvented Samaria, 
“Mark’s notice presumes that after Jesus left Caperna-
um, he travelled south through Samaria and, after 
reaching Judea at Akrabeta (60 miles or 95 km south of 
Capernaum, using the road west of the Jordan river) he 
travelled east into Perea, crossing the Jordan perhaps 
between Koreai/Zaretan and Adam near the Jabbok 
river. Mark does not say why Jesus crossed into Perea 
after travelling through Samaria and northern Judea”  
(Schnabel, 232). 

v. 2 tested       “The question is hos-
tile in nature, as Mark’s ‘in order to test him’ (peirazontes 
auton; lit. ‘testing him’) indicates . . . The comment indi-
cates that this was not a sincere theological question but 
an attempt to entrap Jesus (f. 2:16, 18, 24; 7:5; 8:11; 
12:13)” (Robert H. Stein, Mark, BECNT, 455). “The ques-
tion of divorce had become a politically hot topic. Not 
only did Herodias desert and (presum-ably) divorce her 
husband (probably through the Roman courts), but 
Herod Antipas divorced his wife, the daughter of Are-
tas the king of the Nabateans, in order to marry Herodi-
as . . . This marital affair created a political crisis, which 
finally resulted in war between Galilee and the Nabatea. 
Had it not been for Roman intervention, Antipas likely 
would have lost his kingdom. In such a dangerous situ-
ation as this, it is understandable why the Galilean te-
trarch could not tolerate John’s criticism and his popu-
larity with the masses. Ultimately John’s criticism of 
Herod Antipas’s divorce and remarriage cost the bap-
tizer his life. The question put to Jesus, a one-time asso-
ciate of John’s, had the potential of being just as danger-
ous” (Craig A. Evans, Word Biblical Commentary, vol 34B, 
Mark 8:27-16:20, 82). “The intention behind the question, 
apparently, was to compromise Jesus in Herod’s eyes, 
perhaps in the expectation that the tetrarch would seize 
him even as he had John. The cooperation between the 
Herodians and the Pharisees, first mentioned in omi-
nous terms in Ch. 3:6 and reiterated in Ch. 12:13, may 
be a part of the historical situation presupposed in the 
narrative” (William L. Lane, The Gospel According to 
Mark, NICNT, 354). 

v. 4 permitted     Deuteronomy 24:1-4 
presumes divorce occurs but neither commands it nor 
approves of it. “France (2002: 390-91) points out that 
Deut. 24:1-4 does not even ‘permit’ divorce but rather 

seeks to ‘regulate’ it. It may also seek to discourage 

hasty divorces” (Stein, 456). 

v. 5 hard      “Jesus explains that Mo-
ses’ recognition of the reality of divorce and the provi-
sions for divorce were a concession to human sinfulness. 
The expression hardness of heart (NRSV) describes peo-
ple’s stubborn resistance to God (Deut. 10:16; Prov. 
17:20; Jer. 4:4; Ezek. 3:7). Divorce occurs when people 
rebel against the will of God in their behaviour, and it 
was for such situations that Moses legislated when he 
mentioned certificates of divorce” (Schnabel, 233-34). 

v. 7 be united     This is likely a divine pas-
sive indicating that God is the one who unites them (cf., 
v. 9). 

v. 8 one flesh     “This joining, witnessed 
above all in their sexual union (cf. 1 Cor. 6:16), results in 
the two becoming one flesh. Thus according to the di-
vine purpose, they are no longer two (a male and a fe-
male) but one (a couple, or better, ‘a coupled one’). In 
light of this ‘oneness’ rather than ‘twoness,’ divorce de-
stroys the unity of the divine purpose” (Stein, 456-57).  

v. 10 against her    “The new element in this 
teaching, which was totally unrecognized in the rabbinic 
courts, was the concept of a husband committing adul-
tery against his former wife. According to rabbinic law a 
man could commit adultery against another married 
man by seducing his wife (Deut. 22:13-29) and a wife 
could commit adultery against her husband by infideli-
ty, but a husband could not be said to commit adultery 
against his wife” (Lane, 357). 

v. 11 if she divorces   “The implication of verse 
12 that a woman might contemplate divorcing her hus-
band and marrying another man is not exclusively a 
Roman practice but attested among Jews as well: a 
woman could show a court grounds for divorce and 
have the court persuade her husband to divorce her (t. 
Ketub. 12:3). Generally, however, only men could initiate 
divorce proceedings (Josephus, Ant. 15. 259)” (Schnabel, 
235). However, there was the notorious example of He-
rodias who divorced her husband to marry Herod Anti-
pas. “Thus it is quite possible that, just as John the Bap-
tist spoke of the adulterous nature of such a union, Jesus 
also rebuked such a union in 10:12 (Burkitt 1906: 99-100; 
J. Edwards 2002: 304-5) . . . The rebukes of Jesus and 
John the Baptist stand in sharp contrast to today’s con-
cern that would seek not to be condemnatory and would 
see Herod’s and Herodias’s lifestyle as quite accepta-
ble” (Stein, 458-59). 



           

God doesn’t approve of divorce even though it happens, because it flies in the face  

of his original intention for a husband and wife to be united for life. 
 
 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

I can’t tell you how many times I’ve made my kids “pinky promise” they will empty the dishwasher or flip 
the laundry while I’m away from the house only to come home with the dishes still in the dishwasher and the 
laundry not done. On the flip side, I can’t tell you how many times I’ve promised to take one of my kids to the 
park or grab ice cream only to run out of time and renege on that commitment. We all have trouble keeping our 
word. My husband and I have tried (and I know you have, too) to stay true to our word and lay a foundation of 
trust and respect with our kids. We want our kids to notice a pattern of reliability and personal integrity in how 
we handle ourselves and honor our word. We also want to help build and instill these important character traits 
in our children. We want them to know they can count on us and consider us to be filled with integrity. After 
all, my dad always told me I was only as good as my word. Thankfully, we have a heavenly Father who always 
keeps His word. He will never forget or back out of any promise He makes to us. He promises peace and 
strength when we need it (Psalm 29:11). He assures us He will fight our battles (Exodus 14:14). He promises to 
never leave us (Deut 31:6). What promise do you need to cling to today? What promise have you made to your 
child that you need to make good on? We’re praying for you to be people of your word! 

 I am loyal to God and others so they know they can count on me. . 
 

“The Lord is trustworthy in all He promises and faithful in all He does.”  

Read Mark 10:1-12. 
 
1. What was Jesus’ custom when 
He was around crowds? 

2. What were the Pharisees do-
ing by asking the question? 

3. Explain God’s design for mar-
riage from the beginning of crea-
tion. 

Why were the Pharisees trying 
to trick Jesus? 

Every time you say you’ll do 
something or make a commit-
ment this week, seal it with a 
pinky promise. Notice how 
many times you make promises 
without even thinking about it.  
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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